
Covid 19: Written Answer Reports 
Week beginning 26 October 2020 

 
26/10/2020 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government whether it has provided guidance to local authorities indicating 

whether children entitled to free school meals should be provided with access to 

the equivalent of those meals during term time in the event they are unable to 

attend school through self-isolation as a result of COVID-19. (S5W-32606) 

John Swinney: Under the provisions of the Education (Scotland) Act 1980, 

education authorities are required to provide a free school lunch to any to any child 

or young person who is eligible for them, even if they are absent from school. The 

Act states that a pupil is designated as being "in attendance" at school if they are 

registered on the school's roll. 

 

Therefore, if an eligible child or young person has been instructed to self- isolate at 

home, due to either themselves or a member of their family displaying symptoms of 

COVID-19 (or having tested positive for it), they would still be entitled to a free 

school lunch if they requested it. However, local authorities have the discretion to 

decide for themselves about the most appropriate method of provision. 

 
27/10/2020 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government what assessment has been made of the (a) 

psychological and (b) financial impact on families of delaying the expansion to 

1,140 hours of funded childcare until 2021-22. (S5W-32132) 

Maree Todd: On 1 April, The Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014 

(Modification) (No. 2) Revocation Order 2020 was approved by the Scottish 

Parliament. The order revoked the change to the 2014 Children and Young 

People’s Act that requires education authorities to secure 1140 hours of ELC 

provision for all eligible children from August 2020, rather than 600 hours. It 

effectively meant that there would be no statutory duty to provide 1140 hours from 

August 2020. 

 
In these exceptional circumstances it was not realistic for capital projects to be 

completed or for recruitment activity to take place in time for August, nor was it 

know what restrictions would be in place on services reopening. This decision was 

a practical decision, taken in light of the direct impact of the pandemic on service 

models, and to allow local authorities to reprioritise their staff, services and 

commitments and respond effectively to COVID-19. 

 
On 30 March 2020, the Minister for Children and Young People and COSLA 

spokesperson for Children and Young People issued a joint statement about the 

early learning and childcare expansion. 
 

We are working closely with Local Authorities and providers to assess impact of 

the pandemic on the timetable for delivering the expansion to 1140 hours, and to 



assess the appropriate time to reinstate the statutory duty. The date of 

reintroduction of the statutory duty to provide 1140 hours should be jointly agreed 

through the Joint Delivery Board (JDB), Chaired by the Minister for Children and 

Young People and COSLA spokesperson for Children and Young People. The 

JDB will make an initial assessment of readiness for reintroduction of the duty by 

the end of this calendar year to inform that agreement, based on the progress in 

recovery, as well as operational and financial implications. 

 
In the meantime, local authorities are continuing to offer expanded hours where 

they can, and to progress expansion plans ahead of setting a new statutory date, 

to ensure that as many children and families can benefit from the expanded offer 

as soon as possible. At present: 

• 13 Councils are delivering 1140 hours of funded ELC to all families 

• 18 Councils are delivering at least 600 hours of funded ELC to all 
families, and 1140 to some or most families; and 

• 1 Council is delivering at least 600 hours of funded ELC to all families, 
and expanded hours to some or most families. 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government how Getting It Right for Every Child is being implemented in early 

years education, in light of COVID-19 restrictions that affect baby and toddler 

classes.(S5W-32188) 

Maree Todd: Getting it right for every child is our starting position for all policies. 

Due to the current restrictions on households meeting up indoors or outdoors, the 

organised activities for children guidance has been put in place as recognition of 

the needs of younger children. This guidance will be reviewed to ensure that as 

many activities as possible can be undertaken safely at this time. 

 
28/10/2020 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 

Scottish Government what information it (a) requested and (b) received from 

colleges and universities regarding each institution’s plan to implement blended 

learning and the breakdown of in person and remote learning ahead of the 

students’ return to campus, and whether it will place copies of this information in 

the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe).(S5W-32311) 

Richard Lochhead: Our revised sectoral guidance for colleges, universities and 

student accommodation providers sets out the mitigations which should be in 

place to support blended learning in Phase 3. The guidance is clear that 

institutions and providers should use risk and equality assessments to determine 

the most appropriate blend of remote and face-to-face teaching. 

The blended learning approach for each course and the circumstances around 

each course is therefore determined by these risk assessments, which should be 

done in consultation with staff and trade unions, and may vary depending on the 

course. 

 
We continue to engage with colleges, universities, accommodation providers, trade 

unions and student representatives in ensuring the safety and wellbeing of 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-universities-colleges-and-student-accommodation-providers/pages/compliance/


students and staff through this period. The Health and Safety Executive and 

Environmental Health Officers continue to liaise with the Scottish 

Government and institutions to assist the wider public health response. 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government what it is doing to support national voluntary youth work organisations 

in Scotland, in light of a reported income loss of at least £20.5 million in 2020. (S5W-

32523) 

 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government recognise all sectors will be finding 

this a challenging time, particularly third sector organisations and charities. We are 

engaging with CLD providers in colleges, local authorities and third sector 

organisations who are supporting vulnerable learners to understand the financial 

impact of COVID on their work. Prioritising the most vulnerable communities will be 

essential in order to ensure existing poverty gaps are not exacerbated and 

Scotland’s ambitions for Inclusive Economic Growth and a fairer society are 

maintained. We have taken a number of actions to support the CLD sector, 

financially, during this time. For example, Ministers have taken the decision to 

further extend the Children, Young People and Families Early Intervention & Adult 

Learning and Empowering Communities (CYPFEI & ALEC) fund to 31 March 

2022. These funds support a variety of youth work organisations across Scotland. 

In addition, the government have adapted existing funding for the National 

Voluntary Youth Work Organisations Support Fund to be used flexibly to help third 

youth work sector organisations during the pandemic. The Scottish Government 

also made available an additional £350 million to councils, charities, businesses 

and community groups. We are pleased to note that hundreds of youth work sector 

organisations have been able to benefit through these measures. 

 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government what its response is to Youthlink Scotland’s finding that one in two 

youth workers believe that young people’s mental health will be detrimentally 

affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5W-32524) 

Richard Lochhead: We are aware mental health is a particular concern right now 

and it will be more so as we come out of this crisis. Our recently published 

Transition and Recovery Plan, ‘Mental Health - Scotland's Transition and 

Recovery’, sets out a number of actions to progress improvement on access to 

Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) including the 

implementation of our CAMHS Service Specification and the restarting of our 

improvement programme of work. In the Plan we have also committed to 

developing a population health response to the issues affecting the mental health 

and wellbeing of children, young people and their families. This includes 

continuing to develop mental health and wellbeing support in education and 

schools, and a response to support children, young people and families 

experiencing heightened distress. 

 
During the Covid-19 pandemic we also have continued to invest in a range of 

measures to support children and young people’s mental health. This includes 



providing enhanced digital resources on mental health and wellbeing available via 

Young Scot’s website and social media, and the introduction of a new Community 

Mental Health and Wellbeing Services for 5-24 year olds. 

 

29/10/2020 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 

Scottish Government what its response is to reports that 46% of childminding 

settings do not believe they will remain financially viable for more than six months 

without financial support or an increase in business. (S5W-32221) 

Maree Todd: This is a time of unprecedented challenge, and there are significant 

demands and pressures on the government to support businesses and people all 

across Scotland who are being impacted by the pandemic and the necessary 

public health response. 

 
A range of financial support has been open to childminders including the UK 

Government’s Self-Employed Income Support Scheme and the Scottish 

Government’s Newly Self-Employed Hardship Fund. 
 

The UK Government announced on 24 September that the Self-Employed Income 

Support Scheme is being extended further. The extension will provide two grants 

and will last for six months from November 2020 to April 2021. 

 
However, the Scottish Government is aware that not all childminders have 
been able to access support through these routes. 
 
That is why in September the Scottish Government announced an additional 

£390,000 to extend the Childminding Workforce Support Fund, increasing the 

government’s support for this to £420,000. The Fund will reopen for applications 

on 15 October and childminders can apply for a grant through the Scottish 

Childminding Association (SCMA) web site. 

 

The Scottish Government is working in collaboration with the SCMA and others, to 

develop and frame our commitment to supporting childminders with targeted 

activity in the short, medium and long term. 

 

The current landscape remains highly changeable and the Scottish Government 

continues to work with the whole childcare sector to help us be responsive, when 

we can, to the continued pressures faced while progressing the recovery. 

However, this must also be balanced against the finite resources available and the 

competing pressures across many sectors. 

 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 

Scottish Government what its response is to reports that direct monthly operating 

costs for childminders have increased by 20% or more and, for 31% of 

childminders, by 30% or more as a result of the current COVID-19 operating 

guidance. (S5W-32222) 



Maree Todd: We welcome the information that the Scottish Childminding 

Association (SCMA) has shared from their recent survey of childminders, and I 

discussed the findings during my call with the SCMA on 1 October. 

 

The development of support for the childcare sector announced in recent months, 

including the Transitional Support Fund for day care of children providers and the 

extension of the Childminding Workforce Support Fund, was informed by the 

evidence available at the time. In particular from a survey conducted by the 

Scottish Government in June 2020 which highlighted the significant financial 

implications from the guidance for day care of children settings. The key findings 

from this survey are available on the Scottish Government web site at: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/survey-of- childcare-providers-on-impact-of-

reopening-guidance-summary/ . 

 
In contrast, childminders are subject to separate guidance under which the vast 

majority of childminders should not have to considerably change their operating 

models and can operate close to business as usual in terms of delivery. 

 

For example, the majority of childminders responding to the survey (65%) 
indicated that they expected no change, or a decrease, in their costs of delivery as 

a result of the public health guidance. In contrast 79% of day care of children 

respondents reported that they expected an increase in their costs compared to 

business as usual. 

 

As acknowledged by the SCMA in their COVID-19: Financial Support for 

Childminding Briefing Paper, published on 25 September, the findings for 

childminders were “broadly comparable” to a separate survey of childminders that 

they ran in late June. 

 

However, in light of evidence regarding the numbers of childminders who may 

have struggled to access support through other routes the Scottish Government 

made the decision to provide a substantial increase in funding to extend the 

Childminding Workforce Support Fund. We have provided an additional £390,000 

for the Childminding Workforce Support Fund, increasing our support to £420,000. 

The Fund will reopen for applications on 15 October and childminders can apply 

for a grant through the Scottish Childminding Association web site. 

 
The Scottish Government remains committed to working with the whole childcare 

sector to respond to the continued need to follow public health guidance while 

progressing the recovery. However, this is a time of unprecedented challenge, and 

there are significant demands and pressures on the government to support 

businesses and people all across Scotland who are being impacted by the 

pandemic and the necessary public health response. 

 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask 

the Scottish Government what its response is to the Scottish Childminding 

Association's statement on 25 September 2020 that almost half of all professional 

http://www.gov.scot/publications/survey-of-
https://www.gov.scot/publications/survey-of-childcare-providers-on-impact-of-reopening-guidance-summary/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/survey-of-childcare-providers-on-impact-of-reopening-guidance-summary/


childminding businesses in Scotland are on the edge of financial viability and require 

further financial support from the Scottish Government. (S5W-32332) 

Maree Todd: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-32221 on 29 

October 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 

Parliament's website, the search facility for which can b found at 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 

ask the Scottish Government when soft play centres and baby/toddler 

groups/classes will be able to resume. (S5W-32334) 

Maree Todd: Provisional guidance was published on 1 September for ‘Indoor 

activities for children and young people (unregulated)’. Activities run indoors for 

children and young people, including babies and toddlers, could resume from 31 

August as long as they adhered to this guidance. This guidance was updated on 

24 September and 5 October. Organisers should consult the guidance: Staying 

safe and protecting others to ensure that they are operating within current safety 

restrictions. 

 

Soft play centres are currently required to remain closed by law. Provisional 

guidance for the re-opening of soft plays will be published shortly to allow 

businesses to prepare to re-open. There is no date set for soft plays to re- 

open, a date will be set when it is deemed safe to do so. 
 
 
30/10/2020 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what support it will provide to soft play centres during 

the ongoing COVID-19 restrictions. (S5W-32421) 

Jamie Hepburn: Soft play centres are currently required to remain closed by law. 

We will soon be publishing provisional guidance for the re-opening of soft play 

centres to support soft play businesses to prepare for the day they can 

re-open. The Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Fair Work and Culture confirmed on 9 

October that part of a new £11 million Contingency Fund would be used to support 

the soft play sector. More detail will be announced shortly. 

 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx

